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Best practice from admission to discharge in acute inpatient care: considerations and standards from a whole system perspective Effective mental health care and promotion involves numerous agencies and individuals. Hence, practice development for people with acute mental health needs requires a systemic (or whole system) perspective. Whilst a policy imperative, this is unfamiliar practice for many health and social care workers. In a previous paper published within this journal, the authors argued that admission to acute inpatient care may sometimes be occasioned by the need to contain worker anxiety within the whole system, rather than being clinically justified or necessary. In this paper the authors seek to follow up this premise with proposals for purposeful admission and standards to assure the quality throughout the patient journey, into and out of acute inpatient wards.